"I have been happy by your Honor's noble and dear lines of the two and twentieth of July, and the joy that I took therein was only kept from excess by the notice they gave me of some intentions and advices of your Honor which you had been pleased to impart to other of my friends with a meaning that they should acquaint me with them, whereof they have entirely failed. And therefore (if still it should import me to understand what they were) I must be enforced to beg the knowledge of them from yourself. Your Honor hath by this short letter delivered me otherwise from a great deal of laborious suspense. For (besides the great hope you give me of being so shortly able to do you reverence) I am come to know that by the diligence of your favor towards me my Lord of Canterbury hath been drawn to give way, and the Master of the Horse hath been induced to move. That motion I trust will be granted howsoever, but I should be out of fear thereof if, when he moves the King, your Honor would cast to be present; that if his Majesty should make any difficulty, some such reply as is wont to come from you in such cases may have power to discharge it.
The difficulty seems now to have been entirely with the King. Chamberlain, who had an interest in Matthew as a friend of Carleton's, spoke to Winwood in favor of his suit on the llth of October, who told him plainly " that the King would not hear of it; and yet he had both moved it himself, and got the Lord Villiers, for the acquaintance he had abroad with Mr. Matthew, to move it likewise; but -with the like success. Yet he says that if he could be brought to take the oath of allegiance he would not leave urging till he had effected it." In the beginning of December Bacon was again employed in the negotiation; as I gather from another entry in Stephens's catalogue; but in what way and with what success we do not know. All we know is that Matthew-obtained leave to return (though subject to some conditions of restraint) in May, and that in the middle of July he arrived. On the 18th, Chamberlain saw him at Win-wood's house: who " used him," he says, " kindly, andfined to his chamber. It is chiefly notable as showing how very calm and sweet the weather was, so short a time before the storm which we shall witness presently.d to be doubtful, nay, averse, but only for other ends (for this I
